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 Who are We

 Current State & Problem Definition

 Our Traffic Calming Journey

 Our Request

Outline



 Since 1935

 Non-profit, Charitable organization

 Volunteer Board of Trustees;  no staff

 Mandate:
 Manage and maintain historically designated Community Hall 

(which is owned by the Community)

 Enable community-led projects and events

 Single point of contact (Parks Canada, North Grenville, Leeds & 
Grenville, City of Ottawa, etc)

 One of our Principles:
 Enable change to occur within the Hamlet in a planned and 

cohesive manner 
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 Accomplishments:
 Management of Community Hall – Circa 1842

 Greening Team:  Community Gardens !!

• Hall, Library, Park, Bridges

• Monarch Way Station

 Parks Canada Trail Signage

 Public Benches (5)

 Play ground equipment

 Historic Walking Tour Brochure
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Grenville Street & Burritt’s Ave

 Several stakeholders involved with our community streetscapes:
 Grenville Street - Leeds & Grenville

 Sidewalks on Grenville St. - North Grenville

 Fixed bridge and Burritt’s Ave - City of Ottawa

 Swing Bridge - Parks Canada
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Burritt’s Rapids - Grenville Street

 Within 400 m total length:  Single Lane bridge 
visual 4-lane race track  2 lane bridge  stop sign
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Burritt’s Rapids - Grenville Street
 Posted Limit on street:   50 km/hr

 Posted Limit at Swing Bridge:   10 km/hr

Speed differential of 40 km/hr is unusual and dangerous.

There have been two fatalities at the Swing bridge, where the 50 
km/hr becomes 10 km/hr
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 Annual General Meeting – Nov 2014
 Community discussion and alignment to a problem statement and 

solution objectives (see next slide)

 Board of Trustees received overwhelming support to pursue 
traffic calming measures 
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 Excessive Speed
 Community Safety

 Noise

 Over-weight vehicles
 Swing Bridge safety

 Swing Bridge maintenance

Problem Definition

 Traffic Visibility

 Burritt’s & Donnelly

 Mary & Grenville

 Center and Grenville

Speed solution 
may discourage 
large vehicles

Speed solution 
may enable safer 
traffic flow



 Implement appropriate Traffic Calming measure(s) to 
reduce the speed of vehicles travelling along Grenville 
Street

 Such measures need to:
 Ensure pedestrian safety

 Minimize noise 

 Maintain parking spaces

 Be aesthetically pleasing

Objectives 



 Annual General Meeting – Nov 2014
 Community discussion and alignment to a problem statement and 

solution objectives  

 Board of Trustees received overwhelming support to pursue 
traffic calming measures  

 Jan 2015- Nov 2016
 Multiple discussions and data gathering with Les Shepherd, Leeds 

& Grenville Director of Public Works
• Speed studies, traffic counts, etc

• Electronic speed warning signs

 Several ideas proposed and reviewed for input and feedback:
• Center islands; round-abouts;  stop signs

• Speed Humps;  center strip flags

• Planters;  curb extensions

Traffic Calming Journey
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 Community Vision Exercise 
- May 2016
 Commissioned by North 

Grenville upon Community 
request

 More than 70% 
participation

 Under “Change & 
Improve”
 6 references to traffic 

calming 
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 Annual General Meeting – Nov 2014
 Board of Trustees completed research and gave presentation to 

community members, receiving majority support to pursue traffic 
calming measures

 Jan 2015- Nov 2016
 Multiple Discussions with Les Shepherd, Leeds & Grenville

 Annual General Meeting – Nov 2016
 Les Shepherd & Melanie Knowles presented a proposal to install 

speed humps

 Unanimous support, once questions were addressed 
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 Meeting with A. Mukherjee in BR – October 2017
 3 Community members present

 Mr. Mukherjee had not been briefed about Mr. Shepherd’s 
commitment to the Community

 Expressed lack of` support for speed humps, but agreed to redo 
traffic studies and review previous findings

 Meeting with A. Mukherjee in BR – May 2018
 4 Board members present + NG Councillor

 Mr. Mukherjee proposed to install Stop Signs, to create an “all-
way stop” intersection 

 Board members expressed concerns, but at the NG Councillor’s
suggestion, agreed to share with Community for feedback
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 Proposal shared with community - June 2018
 Have received limited feedback in short period of time

 Concerns and questions have been raised about:

• Perceived ‘sudden’ change in direction

• Whether a stop sign is warranted;  safety;  noise implications

• Opportunities for ‘better’ solutions 

• Lack of “big picture” planning

• Clarity of Parks Canada modifications re: swing bridge

 NOTES:  

 there are several new residents over the last 2 years and two families with small 
children are now living directly on Grenville street

 Additional research indicates that an ‘unwarranted’ stop sign is likely to do more 
harm than good, and should NOT be used as a traffic calming device   (see 
“References” section at the end of this deck)
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 Parks Canada:
 Additional bridge signage is planned

 Changes to road approach to swing bridge

 Elimination of parking on the west side of road

 Angled parking on east side of road

 UNESCO sight lines??

 North Grenville:
 Road standards plan for hamlet side streets, which could alter the 

road widths

 Has money earmarked for Burritts Rapids road improvements
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 A community member proposed to install curb extensions
 No additional noise concerns;  safer pedestrian crossings

 Greening would be managed by Greening team
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 Planters!
 Relatively inexpensive

 Move-able and easily Re-moveable!

 BRCA would commit to seasonal planting, care & watering
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 The BRCA, on behalf of the residents of Burritt’s Rapids, 
respectfully asks Council to give a mandate to staff to 
participate in broader consultation to resolve traffic issues, 
in such a way that:
 Enables open dialogue with residents

 Involves all stakeholders (esp Parks Canada and North Grenville)

 Examines a range of potential traffic calming options

 Identifies the best solution within the context of a Village Plan
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THANK-YOU



REFERENCES & RESEARCH



 Community Involvement is Critical

Canadian Guide to Neighbourhood
Traffic Calming



 May 2016

Burritt’s Rapids Vision



 Presented at the Nov 2016 AGM for the BRCA
 Les Shepherd

BR Speed Management



(page 17)

City of Ottawa:  Road Corridor Planning 
& Design Guidelines



“all-way 
stops should 
not be used 
as a tool to 
calm traffic”

City of London:  Traffic Calming Policy 
for Existing Neighborhoods



Page 25

“Safety of 
pedestrians is 
decreased at 
unwarranted 
multi-way stops, 
especially small 
children”

City of Kingston – Traffic Calming Policy 
2007  Appendix ‘C’ 



Institute of Transportation Engineers

APPLICATION

 local and collector streets 

 pedestrian crossings 

 main roads through small 
communities 

 work well with speed 
humps, speed tables

 provides opportunity for 
landscaping 

IMPACTS

 can impact parking

 increases visibility of 
pedestrian 

 Cyclists may feel forced to 
share the roadway

 markers are often used to 
make visible to snowplow 
operators

 Preferred by emergency 
response (vs. speed humps)

On the use of Curb Extensions:


